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Penutupan masjid jejas
pendidikan, kerohanian

Langkah bendung
penularan pandemik
jadikan institusi
semakin jauh
daripada kehidupan

Oleh Mahani Ishak
mahani@bh.com.my
Tindakan menutup masjid dan surau
atau mengehadkan bilangan jemaah
meskipun diakui bertujuan memben-

dung penularan COVID-19, ia memberi-

kan kesan kepada umat Islam khusus-
nya dalam konteks pendidikan dan ke-
rohanian umat Islam.

Pensyarah Kanan Universiti Putra
Malaysia (UPM), Dr Mohammad Nid-
zam Abdul Kadir, berkata penutupan
masjid dan surau dalam tempoh lama

itu memberikan kesan negatif kepada
sebahagian umat Islam.

“Ini berikutan senario masa ini me-
nyebabkan orang sudah menjadi kebia-
saan tidak bersolat fardu Jumaat.
Orang tua tidak dapat ke masjid dan
surau, manakala sebahagian anak mu-
da mungkin berasa seronok tidak ke
masjid dan surau.

“Kesannya, anak remaja terdidik de-
ngan tidak solat berjemaah di masjid
dan surau dan tiada aktiviti solat ber-
jemaah, zikir selepas solat, bacaan su-
rah Yasin malam Jumaat, majlis tahlil
mendoakan keampunan untuk ahli ka-
riah meninggal dunia, tiada iktikaf ser-
ta pengajian majlis ilmu.

“Ini membuatk#n masjid dan surau
semakin jauh daripada kehidupan dan
tidak lagi berperanan membantu umat
Islam serta masyarakat yang memer-
lukan bantuan makanan, kewangan
dan nasihat,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian pada sesi
Webinar Wacana Isu Semasa Pandemik

Kesannya, anak remaja terdidik

dengan tidak solat berjemaah di
masjid dan surau dan tiada aktiviti solat
berjemaah, zikir selepas solat, bacaan
surah Yasin malam Jumaat, majlis tahlil
mendoakan keampunan untuk ahli
kariah meninggal dunia, tiada iktikaf
serta pengajian maijlis ilmu.

Mohammad Nidzam Abdul Kadir,
Pensyarah Kanan Universiti Putra Malaysia

COVID-19 daripada Perspektif Magasid
(Tujuan) Syariah menerusi Facebook
Institut Darul Ehsan (IDE).

Mohammad Nidzam berkata, meski-
pun negara masih dibelenggu CO-
VID-19, masjid dan surau perlu dibuka
dan dibenarkan dengan kehadiran je-
maah lebih ramai serta berfungsi da-
lam norma baharu.

“Begitu juga solat Jumaat, kebenaran
menunaikaniya perlu dibuat di banyak
tempat atau juga di surau. Jika jemaah-
nya ramai, Solat itu boleh diadakan dua
sesi, selain mempelbagaikan fungsi se-
bagai tempat bantuan dan khidmat
kaunseling,” katanya.

Sementara itu, Pensyarah Fakulti

* Syariah dan Undang-Undang Universiti

Sains Islam Malaysia (USIM), Dr No-
rfarhilah Mohamad Ali, pula mengulas
mengenai Islam dan literasi pemikiran
masa depan atau futures literacy yang
disifatkan penting untuk pembangunan
ummah.

“Ini perlu dimanfaatkan dan gesaan
sentiasa berfikir, ia cabang ilmu yang
meningkat popular, iaitu selari dengan
keupayaan kemahiran 3M (membaca,
menulis dan mengira) yang diperlu-
kan.

“Dalam era digital, apa yang tinggal
adalah keupayaan berfikir dan inter-
aksi. Dengan dokongan Islam yang
menggalakkan membaca, umat Islam
perlu mengupayakan diri untuk mem-
beri manfaat kepada manusia.

“Ini jika dilihat dari sudut luasnya,
konsep literasi pemikiran masa depan,
yang menggerakkan paradigma baharu
dan kajian mengenainya banyak dipe-
lopori sebelum Perang Dunia Kedua.”
katanya.

Beliau yang juga Timbalan Dekan

Fakulti Syariah dan Undang-Undang
berkata, menerusi kertas kerja meru-
muskan wabak COVID-19 sebagai feno-
mena yang secara tidak langsung
menggegarkan empat penjuru dunia.

“Ja secara tidak langsung menguji
umat Islam mengenai bagaimana me-
reka memberi reaksi terhadap pande-
mik yang sangat mempengaruhi rutin
harian dan peranan agama.

“Penutupan Kota Suci Makkah dan
Madinah serta larangan penerbangan
memasuki Arab Saudi, adalah mani-
festasi menunjukkan kepada negara
Muslim lain bahawa langkah pencega-
han sangat penting untuk mengekang
penyebaran wabak COVID-19," kata-
nya.

Seterusnya, katanya, cendekiawan
Muslim dan mufti mengeluarkan pan-
duan dalam berbagai aspek masalah
agama, daripada akad nikah dengan
menekankan penjarakan fizikal, penge-
bumian mayat yang dijangkiti virus
maut itu,” katanya.

Dalam perkembangan sama, Profesor
Adjung Fakulti Perniagaan Universiti
Sultan Zainal Abidin (UniSZA) dan
Universiti Selangor (UNISEL), Dr Za-
haruddin Abd Rahman, berpendapat
masyarakat perlu mendepani kesan
COVID-19, termasuk kesan terhadap
ekonomi dan perlu mengadaptasi ca-
baran pandemik.

“Tiga teras kewangan Islam adalah
mencipta kekayaan, pengagihan dan
perlindungan kekayaan.

“Dalam konteks ekonomi Islam dan
magqasid syariah, ia adalah kitaran
yang memerlukan masyarakat dan pe-
ngetahuan, kepemimpinan, polisi dan
sistem, produksi, agihan kekayaan dan
kesamarataan,” katanya.
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ADUN Dengkil positif Covid-19

PUTRAJAYA: Ahli Dewan Un-
dangan Negeri (ADUN) Dengkil,
Adhif Syan Abdullah disahkan
dijangkiti Covid-19.

Beliau dan pemandunya di-
dapati positif selepas membuat
ujian saringan Covid-19 dan
dibawa ke hospital semalam
untuk rawatan serta menjalani
kuarantin.

Kata beliau, pemandunya itu
mengalami gejala demam dua
hari lalu dan mereka mengam-
bil keputusan membuat ujian
sebagai langkah berjaga-jaga.

“Kementerian Kesihatan dan

saya telah dikesan serta disar-
ing mengikut prosedur operasi
standard (SOP) ditetapkan.

“Orang ramai juga dinasihat-
kan memberi kerjasama jika di-
minta pihak berkuasa,” katanya
dalam kenyataan semalam.

Beliau memberitahu, se-
hubungan itu, Pusat Khidmat
Masyarakat (PKM) DUN Dengkil
ditutup 14 hari sebagai langkah
berjaga-jaga dan bagi menjalan-
kan operasi nyah cemar.

Pada masa sama, katanya,
seluruh staf PKM akan menjala-
ni kuarantin kendiri di rumah
masir i ! men-

pihak berkuasa lain dimaklum-
kan dan semua kontak rapat

jalani saringan.

“Dengan izin Allah SWT ser-
ta berkat doa, insya-Allah kami
dapat mengharungi dugaan
ini dan kembali semula untuk
berkhidmat segera dengan leb-
ih berdedikasi.

“Saya memohon maaf jika
mendatangkan sebarang ke-
sulitan dan memaklumkan
perkembangan keadaan kesi-
hatan saya serta pengoperasian
PKM dari masa ke semasa,” ka-
tanya. <

Beliau meminta orang ramai
menghubungi pejabatnya mel-

alui emel adhifsyan.dengkil@-

gmail.com jika terdapat seba-
rang urusan.

ADHIF SYAN ABDULLAH
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Adun Dengkil sah dijangkiti

Putrajaya: Ahli Dewan Un-
dangan  Negeri (Adun)
Dengkil, Adhif Shan Abdul-
lah disahkan positif Co-
vid-19 petang kelmarin dan
dibawa ke hospital untuk
proses rawatan dan kuaran-
tin semalam.

Perkara itu disahkan be-
liau sendiri dalam satu ke-
nyataan di sini, semalam.

Adhif berkata, beliau su-
dah menjalani ujian sari-
ngan di hospital pada 25
Disember lalu selepas men-
dapati pemandunya menga-
lami simptom demam dua

hari sebelum itu.

“Pemandu bersama saya
membuat ujian swab seba-
gai langkah berjaga-jaga
pada 25 Disember sejurus
selesai urusan kerja harian
dan disahkan positif oleh
pihak hospital pada 26 Di-
sember,” katanya

Beliau berkata, Kemente-
rian Kesihatan Malaysia
(KKM) dan pihak berkuasa
lain sudah dimaklumkan
dan semua kontak rapat di-
kesan dan disaring.

Berikutan itu, beliau ber-
kata Pusat Khidmat Masya-

rakat (PKM) Dun Dengkil
akan ditutup selama 14 hari
untuk operasi nyah cemar
dan sebagai langkah berja-
ga-jaga.

“Seluruh staf PKM saya
turut akan menjalani kua-
rantin kendiri di rumah ma-
sing-masing selepas men-
jalani proses saringan,” ka-
tanya.

Beliau berkata, orang ra-
mai yang mempunyai se-
barang urusan boleh meng-
hubungi pejabatnya melalui
e-mel adhifsyan.deng-
kil@gmail.com. - Bernama

NTRGAT] & MESR,
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SHAH ALAM - Ahli Dewan Un-
dangan Negeri (ADUN) Dengkil,
Adhif Syan Abdullah disahkan
positif Covid-19 sehari selepas
menjalani saringan bersama pe-
mandunya pada Jumaat.

Susulan itu, Pusat Khidmat
Masyarakat (PKM) DUN Dengkil
akan ditutup selama 14 hari untuk

ADUN Dengkil positif Covid-19, PKM ditutup 14 hari

operasi nyahcemar.

- Adhif Syan berkata, beliau me-
lakukan saringan sebagai langkah
pencegahan selepas pemandunya
mengalami simptom demam.

“Kami membuat ujian swab
sejurus selesai urusan kerja ha-
rian dan hari ini (Sabtu) disahkan
positif oleh pihak hospital.

“Alhamdulillah, ketika ini
kami stabil dan dibawa ke hospital
esok (Ahad) oleh Kementerian
Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM) untuk
dikuarantin serta rawatan,” kata-
nya di Facebook pada Sabtu.

Dalam pada itu, Adhif Syan
berkata, KKM serta pihak berku-
asa lain telah dimaklumkan dan

kontak rapatnya dikesan serta di-
saring mengikut prosedur operasi
standard (SOP) ditetapkan.

“Saya memohon maaf jika
mendatangkan sebarang kesulitan
dan akan memaklumkan perkem-
bangan kesihatan saya serta peng-
operasian PKM “dari masa ke
masa,” katanya.

ADHIF SYAN
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COUNCIL MATTERS

> Petaling Jaya City Council (MBP))
will have its Jom Bayar Lesen'’
counters at Menara MBPJ and
headquarters relocated to the MBP)J
Civic Centre until Dec 31. For trader:
to renew their licence before the yea
ends, mobile counters are set up at
S$S2/6 night market (Dec 28), and
Medan Jalan 9 night market (Dec 30)
Counters at the morning market
operate from 9am to noon while tho:
at night markets operate from 4pm t
7pm. For details, call 03-796
04667/9026. -

> Subang Jaya City Council bills,
including assessment, rental and
utilities with a minimum RM10 charg
can be paid via e-wallet at all paymer
counters in Shell, Petron and Petronz
stations. The council also offers spec
RM10 rate for traffic compounds
settled within 24 hours, excluding
cases that involved clamping, towing
heavy vehicles and abandoned
vehicles. For details, call 03-8024
7700 or visit www.mbsj.gov.my
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Tug of war between
community and authorities

Ampang folk continue to battle against overdevelopment in municipality
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THE year 2020 saw Selangor bat-
tling no less than nine incidents of
raw water sources pollution, caus-
ing eight large-scale water supply
disruptions affecting thousands of
households in the state and several
areas in Kuala Lumpur.

The whole country was placed
under the movement control order
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, fol-
lowed by the conditional and then
the recovery movement restric-
tions.

This was followed by strict stand-
ard operating procedures to curb
the spread of the virus infection,
but it failed to prevent irresponsi-
ble parties from polluting raw
water sources in Selangor.

Such pollution in several main
rivers in Selangor caused major
water treatment plants, namely the
Sungai Selangor LRA Phase 1
(SSP1), Phase 2 (SSP2) and Phase 3
(SSP3) as well as Rantau Panjang to
temporarily suspend operations
due to oil and odour pollution.

Amid the worsening Covid-19
outbreak, several areas in Kuala
Lumpur and Selangor faced the
first water supply disruption on
March 17.

Investigations conducted by the
Selangor Water Management
Authority (Luas) found that the pol-
lution was caused by hazardous
waste released into Sungai Gong,
Rawang by a heavy machinery
workshop operator nearby.

On March 27, Luas announced
that the SSP1, SSP2 and SSP3 plants
had to cease operation temporarily
again, due to hydraulic oil pollution
in Sungai Selangor, suspected to be
caused by a factory in Bestari Jaya.
However, no water supply disrup-
tion was reported following the
plants’ closure.

On April 16, residents in the
Klang Valley faced another water
supply disruption when operations
of four major water treatment
plants were suspended after odour
pollution was detected at the raw
water source in Sungai Selangor,
believed to have been caused by a
fish farm in Hulu Selangor.

On May 27, a total of 742 user
accounts of Pengurusan Air
Selangor Sdn Bhd (Air Selangor) in
eight areas in Hulu Selangor had
no water supply when the opera-
tions of Sungai Selisik water treat-
ment plant was suspended follow-
ing a diesel oil spill.

Luas said the pollution was
caused by an accident involving a
diesel tanker and a van on the
North-South Expressway near
Behrang, causing a fuel spill to flow
into Sungai Siah in Perak, with
Sungai Selisik located 2.7km down-
stream.

Four months later, on Sept 3,
odour pollution was detected in
Sungai Selangor, forcing a shut-
down of the four major water
treatment plants, leaving residents
in 1,292 areas in Kuala Lumpur
and Selangor with dry taps.

Selangor Mentri Besar Datuk Seri

Year of water woes in Klang Valley

Police escorting the suspects of effluent dumping into Sungai Gong at
the Sessions Court in Selayang on Nov 11. — Filepic

YEARENDER

Amirudin Shari said the odour pol-
lution was caused by a factory that
was detected releasing solvent into
Sungai Gong, Rawang, before it
flowed into Sungai bah and

supplied water to 1,139,008 user
accounts in Selangor and Kuala
Lumpur.

It was found that the odour pol-
lution was due to the irresponsible
acts of culprits in the industrial
area in Taman Velox, Rawang,
dumping chemical waste into a
sewage hole before it flowed into
the Indah Water Konsortium sew-
age treatment plant, and subse-
quently entering Sungai Selangor.

This incident occurred less than
24 hours after the Selangor State
Legislati bly passed the

then Sungai Selangor.

On Oct 4, raw water pollution
occurred again when Luas detected
a foul odour from carcasses in

Luas (Amendment) 2020 Bill to
impose stricter action on water
resource polluters, including fines
of up to RM1mil and mandatory

Sungai Pajam, Negri
while conducting an investigation
into odour pollution in Sungai
Semenyih and Sungai Langat, caus-
ing the Semenyih and Bukit
Tampoi water treatment plants to
cease operations.

The pollution was caused by
cleaning activities at a goose farm
in Sungai Pajam. This time the dis-
ruption involved 309,605 user
accounts in 273 areas in Petaling,
Hulu Langat, Kuala Langat and
Sepang.

On Oct 19, a solvent-like odour
emanating from a workshop
repairing and selling construction
machinery was detected entering
the river, which forced the opera-
tions of SSP1, SSP2, SSP3 and
Rantau Panjang plants to cease,
resulting in another unscheduled
water cut for 1.2 million user
accounts in the Klang Valley.

On Nov 10, Luas announced yet
another odour pollution incident in
Sungai Selangor, forcing the shut-
down of SSP1, SSP2, SSP3 and
Rantau-Panjang plants that

impr
The most recent incident was ont
Dec 8, when another unscheduled
water cut affected 1,274 areas in
the Klang Valley after the SSP1,
SSP2 and SSP3 and Rantau Panjang
plants were forced to cease opera-
tions after Luas detected a foul
smell of fish carcasses in raw water
samples taken at the LRA inlet.
Selangor tourism, environment,
green technology and Orang Asli

* affairs committee chairman Hee

Loy Sian said the smell was sus-
pected to be caused by waste
released by a fish farm into Sungai
Selangor for the purpose of drying
a pond located about 8.7 km from
the Rantau Panjang plant.

As of Oct 28, several causes have
been identified behind a series of
water pollution in Selangor, includ-
ing oil spills, odour pollution,
industrial and aquaculture efflu-
ents and turbidity.

Selangor infrastructure and pub-
lic facilities, modernisation of agri-
culture and agro-based industry
committee chairman Izham

~ ¥

Shoppers buying containers to store water in case of supply disruptions.
— Filepic

Selayang Municipal Council issued a notice to the factory operators who

were implicated in the odour pollution of Sungai Gong, Rawang.

Hashim said as of last year, 15,361
licensed factories and industries
were recorded by local authorities
operating in the basins of Sungai
Selangor and Sungai Langat.

Of that total, 223 factories and
industries were registered with the

Selangor Environment Department.

Of the number, 72 premises are
located in the Sungai Selangor
basin and 151 in the Sungai Langat
basin.

These factories, not to mention
the premises and industries operat-
ing illegally in both categories,
have the potential to be a source of
pollution in the river basin.

The pollution of Sungai Gong on
Sept 3 has become the starting
point for the state government,
with the cooperation of the
federal authorities, to implement

environmental enforcement, with a
series of arrests and subsequent
legal processes involving premises
owners, to demonstrate the seri-
ousness of environmental pollution
offences.

Four board members and a man-
ager of a heavy machinery repair
company were charged in connec-
tion with the dumping of hazard-
ous materials into Sungai Gong,
Rawang, on Sept 22, following pol-
lution that resulted in water supply
disruption to 1,196,457 user
accounts.

On Nov 23, two men became the
first individuals to face life impris-
onment when they were charged
with sabotaging water services and
five other charges in connection
with the pollution of Sungai
Selangor. — Bernama

NTRGAT] & MESR,
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Ratepayers rewarded for switching to digital billing

By CY LEE
chenyoong@thestar.com.my

SELAYANG Municipal Council (MPS) plans to
reward ratepayers with prizes to boost the
adoption of electronic assessment tax billing.

As the council transitions to digital-only
assessment bills beginning Jan 1, 2021, about
34% (73,000 out of total 210,616) of ratepay-
ers have signed up for the digital assessment
bill since it was announced in July.

Ta encourage property owners to switch to
the digital bills, the council launched the
Register, Pay and Win Assessment Tax 2021
campaign.

MPS president Shamsul Shahril Badliza
Mohd Noor, who launched the campaign
and council’s smartphone app MyMPS, said
both initiatives would help the transition
into digital assessment tax bills to run
smoothly.

In addition to the assessment tax, MyMPS
will be expanded to allow all MPS bills and
additional services to be paid online.

“We have sent out 73,000 digital bills to
property owners via email and SMS since
Dec 14.

“Those who qualify will be eligible for
lucky draw prizes as a gesture of apprecia-
tion from MPS for fulfilling their responsibil-
ities,” he said.

He urged property owners to take advan-
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tage of the campaign by making payments
for the first term or full term of 2021 along
with any arrears by Feb 28 next year via
online, kiosk, MPS counters or the MyMPS
application.

He added that the winners of the 18 smart-
phones for the lucky draw were selected

Register, Pay and
Win Assessment
Tax 2021 campaign
with MPS deputy
president Cheremi
Tarman (second
from left) and MPS
assistant

secretary

and treasury
department
director Az'har
Samsuri (right).

from 36,157 ratepayers who had signed up
before Oct 31.

Shamsul disclosed that as of Nov 30, the
council had collected RM87.68mil (81.94%) of
RM107mil in assessment tax while
RM4.99mil (71.97%) of all arrears
(RM6.94mil) were collected.
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Double check halal products, consumers told

PETALING JAYA: While no
arrests linked to the cartel import-
ing meat with fake halal logos
have been made in Selangor, the
state government is urging con-
sumers to double check products if
they have any doubts.

State executive councillor Mohd
Zawawi Ahmad Mughni said there
was no tee that the meat was
notsold in the state illegally although
no arrests had been made.

He added that a special task
force had been set up in October to
combat the issue.

He also said the Selangor Islamic
Religious Department (Jais) was
working closely with other depart-
ments and enforcement agencies
on the matter.

“The state government encourag-

es users to be more attentive when
buying products and to authenticate
their halal status using smart-
phones if there are any doubts.

“At the same time, they can also
be our eyes and ears in combating
the matter by reporting any prod-
uct with fake halal logos,” said
Zawawi, who heads the Islamic
religious affairs, consumer affairs
and halal industry portfolio, in a
statement yesterday.

Long-term solutions, he said,
included increasing the produc-
tion of local meat products as well
as user awareness of the impor-
tance of the halal aspect in every-
day usage.

The media recently reported on
the cartel’s tactic of smuggling fro-
zen kangaroo and horse meat

from certain countries and pass-
ing it off as beef by repackaging it
using the halal logo before selling
it to supermarkets across Malaysia.

Araid was carried out at a ware-
house in Senai, Johor, where 1,500
tonnes of frozen meat worth
RM30mil were seized.

The cartel is believed to have
been operating for several years.

In a statement, Entrepreneur
Development and Cooperatives
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Wan
Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar said the
meat cartel issue should serve as
an eye-opener to everyone regard-
ing the need for Malaysians to be
involved in production, especially
of halal food.

Malaysians were too dependent
on imported agriculture products

and it was time that they got
involved in the food production
industry ecosystem, he said.

“We want more youth and
unemployed graduates to become
agripreneurs. They should open
their eyes to the enormous busi-
ness potential in the food produc-
tion sector,” he added

On Saturday, Deputy Minister in
the Prime Minister’s Department
(Religious Affairs) Ahmad Marzuk
Shaary said the Department of Isla-
mic Development Malaysia (Jakim)
would tighten the SOP for halal cer-
tification for imported goods, includ-
ing meat brought in by cartels.

The move, he said, would ensure
everyone, especially Muslims,
could obtain halal and clean food
based on Islamic rulings.
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